
Farmington Resource Management Plan APPENDIX C 

MIDDLE MESA WILDLIFE AREA 

Site Description: 
There are a total of 46,052 acres within the 

boundary of Middle Mesa Wildlife Area, of 
which 31,390 acres are public land acres (BLM) 
and 40,317 acres are federal mineral acres. 

A portion of this area is currently 
designated as critical deer winter range. Recent 
observations of deer and elk use patterns 
suggest that these species may benefit from 
expanding the area designated as critical deer 
winter range. 

Management Goal: 
Manage the Middle Mesa Wildlife Area to 

preserve and protect wildlife and their habitat. 

Management Prescriptions: 
1. For new and current oil and gas leases, 

seasonal timing limitation on drilling 
and construction from 12/1 through 
3/31. 

2. Manage new oil and gas leases under 
Controlled Surface Use constraint. 

3. Controlled surface Use management 
constraint on leasable and salable 
minerals. 

4. Open for locatable minerals. 
5. Acquire inholdings within the SDA. 
6. Retain all public lands. 
7. Allow ROWs on a case-by-case basis 

with special management constraints 
and mitigation. 

8. OHVs limited to maintained roads, 
designated routes and trails. 

9. Implement Class II and III VRM 
designation. 

10. Allow public wood collection with 
proper permit. 

11. Manage key browse species (e.g., 
antelope bitterbrush, big sagebrush, and 
mountain mahogany) to meet the needs 
of wintering deer. Apply limited fire 
suppression. 

12. Continue permitted livestock grazing. 
13. Implement wildlife habitat improvement 

programs. 
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Farmington Resource Management Plan APPENDIX C 

RATTLESNAKE CANYON WILDLIFE AREA 

Site Description: 
There are a total of 110,160 acres within 

the boundary of Rattlesnake Canyon Wildlife 
Area, of which 89,173 acres are public land 
acres (BLM) and 98,276 acres are federal 
mineral acres. 

Historically, this area supported many more 
deer that it currently does. The primary 
objective is to increase resident deer numbers 
in this SDA. The area also has the potential to 
provide habitat to a variety of other wildlife 
species, such as elk, Merriam’s turkey, 
mountain lion, and numerous avian species, if 
properly managed. 

Management Goal: 
Manage Rattlesnake Canyon to support 

increases in potential wildlife. 

Management Prescriptions: 
1. For new and current oil and gas leases, 

seasonal timing limitation on drilling 
and construction from 12/1 through 
3/31. 

2. Manage new oil and gas leases under 
Controlled Surface Use constraint. 

3. Controlled Surface Use management 
constraint on leasable and salable 
minerals. 

4. Acquire inholdings within the SDA. 
5. Retain all public lands. 
6. Allow ROWs on a case-by-case basis 

with special management constraints 
and mitigation. 

7. OHVs limited to maintained roads, 
designated routes and trails. 

8. Implement Class III and IV VRM 
Designation. 

9. Allow public wood collection with 
proper permit. 

10. Manage key browse species such as 
antelope bitterbrush, mountain 
mahogany and big sagebrush to meet 
the needs of wintering deer. Manage for 
mature Gambel’s oak to provide mast 
for fall/winter use by wild turkeys. In 
addition, apply proper grazing use to 
herbaceous species to provide 
enhanced opportunity for wild turkey 
brood rearing in spring and summer. 
Maintain mature ponderosa and piñon 
pine for potential turkey roosting. Apply 
limited fire suppression. 

11. Continue permitted livestock grazing. 
12. Implement wildlife habitat improvement 

practices. 
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Farmington Resource Management Plan APPENDIX C 

ROSA MESA WILDLIFE AREA 

Site Description: 
The Rosa Mesa Wildlife Area has a total of 

69,762 acres, of which 47,375 are public land 
acres (BLM) and 61,406 are federal mineral 
acres. 

Over 1,500 deer use this area in winter. 
Their distribution is often dependent upon the 
severity of the winter and human activity. In 
hard winters, the deer push further south and 
beyond the boundaries of the currently 
identified critical big game habitat. Additional 
protected area is needed to provide for this 
contingency. 

Management Goal: 
Manage the site to protect and preserve 

wildlife habitat. 

Management Prescriptions: 
1. For new and current oil and gas leases, 

seasonal timing limitation on drilling 
and construction from 12/1 through 
3/31 in the area north of Frances 
Canyon Wash and south of 
Cabresto/Bancos Canyons. 

2. Manage new oil and gas leases under 
Controlled Surface Use constraint. 

3. Controlled Surface Use management 
constraint on leasable and salable 
minerals. 

4. Open for locatable minerals. 
5. Acquire inholdings within the SDA. 
6. Retain all public lands. 
7. Allow ROWs on a case-by-case basis 

with special management constraints 
and mitigation. 

8. OHVs limited to maintained roads, 
designated routes and trails. 

9. Implement Class II and IV VRM 
designation. 

10. Allow public wood collection with 
proper permit. 

11. Manage key browse species such as big 
sagebrush, antelope bitterbrush and 
mountain mahogany to meet the needs 
of wintering deer. Apply limited fire 
suppression. 

12. Portions or all of the grazing may be 
retired to meet management goal. 

13. Implement wildlife habitat improvement 
projects. 
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